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wrong treatment? The letters that I have received from my cor-
respondents more than ever confirm me in my conviction that in
our effusiveness over matters like this we forget the elementary
duty of kindness, are led away from the path of true love, and
discredit our ahimsa. The fear of death is thus the greatest
obstacle in the way of our realizing the true nature of ahimsa,
Young India, 11-10-1928

379.   LETTER TO G. K. DEVDHAR
SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
October 7, 1928
MY DEAR DEVDHAR,
This letter will serve to introduce to you Shrimati Urmila
Devi who is the only surviving widowed sister of the late Desh-
bandhu Chittaranjan Das. Her only son is studying at the Agri-
cultural College in Poona. In order to supervise his education and
be near him, she has broken up her home in Calcutta and intends
to settle down in Poona. I told her that it would be better for her
and would fit in with her spirit of service if she stayed at the Seva
Sadan and did some work there or stayed at Professor Karve's Uni-
versity, whichever she preferred or whichever was possible. I would
therefore like you to discuss with Shrimati Urmila Devi the
possibilities of her being able to render service and otherwise
advise her. Of course she has no desire to ask you to go out of
your way to accommodate her in the Seva Sadan. She would like
to feel that she would really be of service to the institution if she
decided to stay there at all.
At first I thought I would give a separate letter to Prof.
Karve. But whilst dictating this, I thought that I would confine
myself only to this letter and leave you to introduce Shrimati
Urmila Devi to Prof. Karve and let her see both the institutions
and make her choice, if a choice is at all open to her. And naturally
what I have said regarding the Seva Sadan applies equally to
Prof. Karve's Home.
I have known Shrimati Urmila Devi intimately for  several
years and I know how eager she is for doing some service.
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